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Overview

Pandan Island Resort is an eco-friendly, solar-powered retreat on the west coast of Occidental Mindoro,
Philippines, offering a private tropical escape and access to Apo Reef Natural Park, a UNESCO World
Heritage site and premier diving destination.

The resort features 22 bungalows built with native materials, a restaurant with Filipino-European cuisine, a
beach bar, free Wi-Fi (including Starlink), and an SSI-certified dive center, Mariposa Diving (est. 1991).
Ideal for divers, snorkelers, and relaxation seekers, it offers activities like kayaking, paddleboarding,
massages, nature walks, birdwatching, and stargazing.

As a bird sanctuary, pets are strictly prohibited. Day visits are allowed (P300 entrance fee, 8am-5pm).

Diving and Snorkeling Highlights
e Pandan Island Dive Sites: Over 12 sites for all levels, including:

o House Reefs (2-18m): Ideal for beginners; features turtles, lionfish, cleaner shrimp, and
trevally schools.

o Coral Gardens (5-30m): Hard/soft corals with surgeon fish, stingrays, moray eels, and
bumphead parrotfish.

o Walls and Deep Dives (e.g., North Wall, Barracuda Deep, 30-45m): Pelagics like tuna,
mackerels, eagle rays; Nitrox recommended.

e Apo Reef Trips: 90-minute boat ride; 400-500 coral species, 500 fish species (sharks, manta rays,
turtles). Day trips (3 dives), overnights (6 dives), or multi-day safaris. Suitable for certified divers with
good buoyancy; entry-level divers need a check dive. Entrance fees: P3,530 (divers, foreigners) or
P2,860 (Filipinos). Key sites: Aladin Wall, Shark Ridge, South East Corner.
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e Courses and Guidelines: SSI courses (Open Water P21,500, specialties P12,000, Rescue Diver
P22,000); PADI certifications recognized. Daily guided dives at 9:30am/2:30pm; night dives at 6pm.
Mandatory safety stops, full gear, and refreshers for inactive divers. Snorkeling gear: P250/day.

¢ Equipment and Packages: Fun dives P1,600 (tank/weights) or P1,950 (full gear). Non-limit packages:
P3,400-4,200/day. Multi-dive deals (e.g., pay 10 get 11: P16,000-19,500). Environmental fees: P275
(divers, Pandan) + Apo fees.

Accommodations and Amenities
o Bungalows: Solar-powered with fans and sea breezes. Options:

Budget Rooms (1-2 pax): P2,800/night (incl. dinner buffet).

Standard Bungalows: P3,800.

Superior/Family (up to 8 pax): P4,300-P10,400.

Extra person: P1,200 (kids 4-12: P500). Full board add-on: P900/adult.

O O O O

o Dining: Buffet dinner (P470/adult), a la carte breakfast/lunch. Kids under 4 eat free; under 12
discounted.

e Beach and Activities: White sand for swimming, yoga, sunbathing; snorkeling with turtles; bar with
pool games; massages and babysitting available.
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Rates (Sept 2025-Sept 2026)

Rooms: From P2,800/night for 2 pax incl. dinner.

Diving: Fun dive P1,600-1,950; courses P12,000-55,000; Apo day trip P12,600-34,100/diver (group-
dependent).

Safaris: Apo overnight (6 dives) P19,800-51,300 (foreigners); lower for Filipinos.

Transfers: Boat from Sablayan: P300/pax. Van from San Jose: P6,000; Manila: P23,000. Boat to
Maricaban: P35,000.

Payments: PHP cash preferred; bank transfers, crypto (BTC/ETH), PayPal (with fees, not on-island).
1,000 PHP = €15.

Getting There

From Manila: Fly to San Jose (Mindoro), then bus/van to Sablayan + boat (P300). Or bus direct to
Sablayan.

From Batangas: RORO ferry to Abra de Ilog (P400/pax + P2,500/car), then drive to Sablayan + boat.

From Boracay/Puerto Galera: Boat to Roxas/Bulalacao/Abra de Ilog, then van/bus to Sablayan +
boat.

Pre-arrange transfers with resort. Contact: info@pandan.com or +63 908 359 03 62.

FAQs and Tips

Best Time: Dry season (Dec-June); book for peak (Dec-May).

Internet/Cell: Free Wi-Fi/Starlink; SMART/GLOBE coverage; prepaid SIM advised.
Payments: No credit cards; cash preferred. PayPal for downpayments only.
Health/Visa: COVID vax recommended; e-Travel declaration; 30-day visa (extendable).

Other: Babysitting available; Al chatbot for queries (verify with staff).

For bookings, use email info@pandan.com.
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